EXCELLENCE IN DESIGN | 5T. LOUIS

DESIGN IS THERAPY

Chelsea Elisabeth Smith helps clients discover their own timeless aesthetic.

here was never a doubt that Chelsea
T Elisabeth Smith of Chelsea Design

Company would bacome an interior
designer. *| was raised by an artistic mathar
from Mew Orleans. We maowed arcund a kot so
it was always my job to make our house feel
ke a home,” Chelsea explains. | began chidish
renditions of floor plans at the age of five and
learnad to adapt to my new anvironments.”
She turmed her enthusiasm and imagination
mnto a friendship-driven design carser bailt an
transparency and creativity.

“Opan, honest communication is essential.
‘fou can't have a successful project without a
foundation of trust between the designear and
client,” Chelsea says. "Whether the client is
anthused about the design or anxious about
the cost, they can come to me with their can-
cemns because they know the project is just as.
mmpartant ta me asitis tothem.”

When tasked with a new praject, Chelsea
strives to take in every detail about her clients
and their environment. Absorbing this infor-
mation is critical for her, particularly with his-
tarical home preservations. Appreciative of 2
design stylas, Chelsea avaids imposing her own
aasthetic onher chents. Instead, she warks to
weave their personal style with the home's age
and history to creats a harmonicus design that
s not ondy nurturing and timeles s, but authentic
ta the client

When restaring a 1207 home in 5t. Louis’
historic Skinker DeBaliviere neighborhoad,
Chelsea incorparated the homeowners' love of
natura, cooking, and gardening into every detail
afthe kitchen renowvation. While remaining his-
tancally truthful, she crafted an area that spoke
ta the husband's lowve of tea and cormeersatian
along with the wife's passian for cooking fram
hergarden What was oncea clutteredroom has
became afunctional, nature-inspired sanctuary.

“| beliewe that design s therapy,” Chelsea
says. "Thoughtful, reflective design makes life
better”

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The kitchen of this 1907 hama that
Chaluwa madernwed martaim its hiterie architecturs whis
incarporating the new hormmewrars' naturescantened paiuan
i the timaless color palette and matanals. Chaliss Elnabath
Smith in har design itusho. Insect mallpaper in tha starmall
brings to mind antique icientifie dravang charts and the
clarti’ lowe for the outdesrs

chelseadesignco.com



